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THE CHALLENGE 

Russel described how Durban faces worsening river pollution due to climate change, 

flooding, and the expansion of informal settlements. 

ACTIONS 

To address this, the eThekwini municipality created the Sihlanzimvelo River Cleaning 
Project, which evolved into the TRMP. 

Through co-operatives of eight to ten community members, local residents were employed 
by the city to clean riverbanks to reduce damage to infrastructure by removing alien 
invasive plants, litter and rubbish, and report illegal dumping and monitor sewer leaks. 
This approach not only restores the river environment, but also generates employment 
and community upliftment. To date, approximately 106 co-operatives have been 
established, creating over 700 jobs. Durban’s case shows how social cohesion can 
amplify environmental outcomes. 

KEY LESSONS 

- Community cooperatives were key to cleaning rivers and monitoring pollution
- Over 700 jobs have been created through the Sihlanzimvelo Programme and TRMP to  
date with intentions to expand the initiative across the city.
- The TRMP successfully integrated river management, social upliftment, and climate 
adaptation to aid in making Durban more resilient to Climate Change Impacts.
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STOCl<HOLM 
RESTORING WATER QUALITY THROUGH INNOVATION AND AWARENESS 

Speaker: Katarina Forslow, 
Project Leader in the Land and Water Administration, City of Stockholm, Sweden 

Katarina Forslow oversees initiatives on water quality, stormwater management, and habitat 

restoration. She and her colleagues are responsible for developing local action programs for 

the waterbodies in Stockholm and supporting other administrations within the city to implement 

the measures contained in those programs. 

Contact: katarina.forslow@stockholm.se 



THE CHALLENGE 

Located between Lake Malaren and the Baltic Sea, the city is exposed to both saltwater 

intrusion and stormwater contamination. Forslow outlined Stockholm's three main 

challenges: eutrophication, pollutants, and altered aquatic habitats. 

ACTIONS 

In response, Stockholm has implemented measures aligned with the European Water 
Framework Directive - including sediment treatment, stormwater management, sewage 
upgrades, and new aquatic habitats. The municipality also prioritizes citizen awareness 
through campaigns such as "Your lake starts here", encouraging residents to understand 
their role in preventing pollution. 

KEY LESSONS 

- Water treatment and habitat restoration were integrated under EU frameworks.

- Public education campaigns effectively reduced household and urban pollution.

- Water quality measures relied on strong coordination between government, planning, and

citizens.
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