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The total area covered by the world’s cities is set to triple in the next 40 years as millions of people continue to move into cities every week!

Cities, regions and towns can control the way they change and grow. Working together with all stakeholders, they are essential to protecting biodiversity, restoring ecosystems, providing safe and accessible green
open spaces and reconnecting people with nature. They are an integral level of government, closest to the people, ensuring integration, and contributing to transformative change. Cities are also at the frontline

of global health crises and need to be agile in order to respond effectively.

Urbanisation is a key driver

of ecological change.

Local and subnational

governments are directly

Cities are hubs of education : . . .
in touch with their residents.

and research, innovation and
productivity, providing many
opportunities for collaboration.

Local and subnational
governments control urban

development processes and
infrastructure development.

It is within cities and regions that
daily decisions are made that
directly, and often irreversibly,

impact nature and people. It is within our cities and

towns that communities
experience the interlinked

impacts of climate change,
biodiversity loss and
health crises first hand.

City networks create

opportunities to collaborate
and empower leaders.

People can directly
experience nature

in close proximity
within cities
and towns.

Using nature-based

solutions protects Cities are social and

cities from disasters.

economic powerhouses.

The youth,
our future

leaders,
connect in
urban areas.

Local and subnational
governments can
solve actual problems
on the ground.

Cities and regions are where

people live, work, play, produce
and consume.
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